Celebration of Nematode Awareness Day

A training programme on Nematode Awareness Day for Tribal Farmers under Tribal
Sub Plan (TSP) was organized on 3™ January, 2026 by the Department of Nematology, BACA at
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Dahod under the chairmanship of Dr. S. R. Patel, Principal and Dean,
BACA, AAU, Anand to create awareness among the tribal farmers about the nemic problems in
different fields and horticultural crops, wherein fifty tribal farmers participated.

The programme started with welcome address by Dr. G. K. Bhabhor, Senior Scientist cum
Head, KVK, Dahod and he narrated about the different tribal centric activities carried out by KVK
for the benefit of the farmers. Dr. S. R. Patel briefed the tribal farmers about the centric activities
carried out by the Department of Nematology with special reference to the phyto-nematodes and
their management. Dr. R. K. Thumar, Professor & Head, Department of Nematology, BACA
communicated preliminary information about economically important nematodes and delieverd
useful talk on nematode identification, their symptoms and diseases caused by nematodes. Dr. Farid
G. Sayyad, Principal, Polytechnic in Agricultural Engineering, AAU, Dahod and Dr. H. K. Parmar,
Unit Head & Associate Research Scientist (ARS), Dahod also remained present in inaugural
function. Dr. Tulika Singh, Associate Research Scientist, highlighted different types of plant
parasitic nematodes and their spread in agricultural crops and elucidated different management
approaches for nematode control under field and nursery conditions. Dr. Mayuri Y. Patel
demonstrated various methods of application of nematicides. She acquainted the tribal farmers with
live nematodes shown under stereoscopic binocular microscope for vivid representation of the
nematode. The lectures were very much effective in providing a roadmap for managing nematode
infested field and will help the tribal farmers, who are many a time baffled with indecisive situations and
find it a herculean task to get answers.

A short video film on various aspects of nematode was shown to the farmers. The
programme remained effective in providing a roadmap for managing nematode infested field
especially in the tribal belt of Dahod district. It will be useful to the tribal farmers for solving their
day to day problems related to nematodes and other pests.

All the trainees were provided literature related to nematodes in vernacular language. The
unstinted support and co-operation rendered by Dr. G. K. Bhabhor and KVK staff were duly
acknowledged. Lastly, vote of thanks was performed by Dr. Mayuri Y. Patel. The entire programme
was co-ordinated by team of Nematology department, BACA, AAU, Anand.
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