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National Agri-Startup Promotion: AIC Anand
Foundation of AAU and KRISHIK, UAS Dharwad Join
Forces for NASE 2025

The National Agri-Startup Expo 2025 (NASE), supported by RKVY, Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers’ Welfare, was held on 5-6 December 2025 at Dharwad, Karnataka. Organized by
KRISHIK, University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad (UASD) in collaboration with AIC
Anand Foundation of Anand Agricultural University (AAU) and partner R-ABls, the expo
served as a leading national platform to showcase breakthrough agri-innovations, enable
startup—industry partnerships, and strengthen India's agricultural entrepreneurship
ecosystem.

The NASE 2025 was inaugurated by Dr. Praveen Kumar Singh, IAS, Agriculture
Commissioner, MoA&FW, and Dr. P. L. Patil, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, UAS Dharwad.

The event recorded impactful national participation and noteworthy outcomes.

Event Scale and Participation

+ 150+ agri-startups, 250 entrepreneurs from seven states

+ 5,000+ visitors, including farmers, students, investors, policymakers, and industry

« Startup maturity: 59% Early Revenue, 23% Seed, 18% Pre-Seed Stage

+ 50 technology demonstrations, including drones, sensors, and smart devices

* Youth Innovation Hackathon with participation from 70 student teams

+ 70+ B2B connections among startups, distributors, FPOs, and allied sectors

* Expert panels, knowledge sessions, and policy dialogues on scale-up, investment, and
ecosystem development

AIC Anand Foundation, AAU’s Contribution

AIC Anand Foundation played a pivotal role in shaping NASE 2025 through program design,
content curation, coordination with partner R-ABls, and comprehensive support in event
execution as an official event partner.

Dr. Samit Dutta, Executive Director, AIC Anand Foundation of AAU, along with the AIC team,
actively participated in preparatory meetings and contributed significantly to the overall
planning and strategic direction of the event.

As part of its responsibilities, Mr. Nikunjkumar Soni, CEO, AIC Anand Foundation of AAU,
served as a Co-Convener of the Expo, contributing direction-setting of the event. He also led
a high-impact knowledge session titled “Harnessing Government and Accelerator Support
for Startup Growth,” one of the most significant deliberations of the event. The session
included eminent ecosystem leaders such as:

Panel Members:

1. Nikunjkumar Soni, CEO, AIC Anand Foundation, Anand Agricultural University
(Moderator & Expert Panel Member)

2. Girish Hiremath, Chief Operating Officer, GINSERV (Global Incubation Services), a
leading accelerator under KAN, Expert Panel Member

3. Rakshit Kalyani, Chief Operating Officer, IIT Dharwad Research Park, Expert Panel
Member

4. Dr. P. U. Krishnaraj, Director of Research, UAS, Dharwad, Panel Chair
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5. Dr Basavaraj Anami - Registrar, KLE Technological University, Hubli, Panel Co-Chair

The panel explored pathways for accelerating startup growth through coordinated efforts by
government institutions, universities, accelerators, and research parks. Discussions focused
on improving access to schemes, strengthening market entry, enhancing incubation quality,
and creating scale-up mechanisms for agri-startups.

Dr. Jignesh Macwan, Assistant Manager, also actively participated in networking and
knowledge sessions, guided startups in identifying and expanding market opportunities, and
also supported the UAS team with event logistics.

Impact for AAU-Incubated Startups

AIC Anand Foundation facilitated the participation of several AAU-nurtured agri-startups,
enabling them to showcase innovations in agri-biotech, mechanization, food processing, Dairy
tech solutions, and sustainable technologies. Their participation led to:

Strong B2B enquiries and distributor leads
+ Market linkages with FPOs, dealers, and industry partners
* Improved visibility among policymakers, investors, and research institutions

These outcomes directly strengthen the commercialization pathways for AAU-incubated
ventures and reinforce the value of AIC’s incubation support model.

Acknowledgment

The National Agri-Startup Expo 2025 successfully brought together innovators, farmers,
investors, researchers, and ecosystem enablers. AIC Anand Foundation of AAU, extends
appreciation to KRISHIK, UAS Dharwad, partner R-ABIs including PDKV Akola, ICAR-NIVEDI
Bengaluru, ICAR-CIRCOT Mumbai, and all sponsors including ITBT Dept, Govt of Karnataka,
NABARD for their collaborative efforts in delivering a high-quality national event.

The success of NASE 2025 underscores the growing momentum of India’s agri-startup
ecosystem and reaffirms the critical role of innovation, technology adoption, and
entrepreneurship in shaping the future of Indian agriculture.
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NASE 2025 at Dharwad, Karnataka
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Panel Session 2
Harnessing Government and Accelerator Support for Startup Growth
Moderator: Mr. Nikunj Soni, CEOQ, AIC Anand Foundation, AAU, Anand, Gujarat
r. Girish Hiremath, COO, GINSERV
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Hackathon for Agri-Students

Interaction with Student entrepreneurs and
Additional Director, CTIE & Professor,
KLE Technological University, Hubli
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Interactions with Agri-Startups at NASE 2025
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