Visit of dignitaries from ICAR-ATARI, Pune at KVK, Arnej, Dist. Ahmedabad

On Thursday, 15" January 2026, Dr. S. K. Roy, Director, ICAR-ATARI Pune, Dr.
Shakir Ali Q Sayed, Principal Scientist, ICAR-ATARI Pune along with Dr. S. D. Patel,
Training Associate, Directorate of Extension Education, AAU, Anand visited Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK), Arnej, Dist. Ahmedabad. During the visit, Dr. V. S. Parmar, Senior Scientist
and Head, presented the significant achievements of the KVK, documented progress of
women-led Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) and conducted a live demonstration of the
Mini Rice Mill. Key discussions focused on enhancing visibility of KVK activities at the
district level through social media, record the yield and economic performance of natural
farming (including reduced fertilizer use), promotion of economical greenhouse crops,
encouragement of fruit and vegetable cultivation, and production of quality seedlings of
vegetables as well as fruit crops such as citrus, moringa and guava and send the proposals for
civil works of Office building. The visitors inspected various demonstration units including the
Mini Rice Mill, GG 8 chickpea plot - natural farming plot, solar park and portable biogas
production unit. Dr. S. K. Roy expressed great appreciation for the KVK’s efforts and the
impressive functioning of these units. Dr. V. S. Parmar highlighted the support extended to
FPOs and also brought to attention major challenges such as saline irrigation water, limited
budget for demonstrations and inadequate transport facilities for farmer mobilization He further
informed about the major equipment acquired under RKVY project viz. Rice Mill, Paddy
Transplanter and Dal Mill, which have strengthened the KVK’s demonstration and service
capacity. The visit concluded with Dr. Roy’s assurance of continued support from ICAR-

ATARI Pune to address the identified issues and scale up successful initiatives.







