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Under its flagship initiative Futurepreneur-bﬂ%’ @ Gujarat, AIC Anand Foundation hosted a dedicated

workshop titled “Startups 101: Fostering Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Food Sector, for the first
year B.Tech Students of College of FPTBE, AAU, Anand. The ongoing Khoj initiatives are designed to
inspire youth and strengthen the agri-food startup ecosystem across the state under the visionary
guidance of Dr. K. B. Kathiria, Hon. Vice Chancellor, AAU, Anand.

The workshop commenced with an enlightening session by Mr. Nikunj Soni, CEO, AIC Anand
Foundation, who urged students to look beyond traditional careers and embrace entrepreneurship in
food processing, bioenergy, and allied sectors. He emphasized a solution-focused approach—identifying
problems, brainstorming with teams, and keeping end users in mind—as a way to build foundation of
impactful businesses while nurturing creativity and problem-solving skills.

Adding to the energy of the program, Dr. Jignhesh Macwan, Assistant Manager and Mr. Sagar Gabu,
Business Executive at AIC Anand Foundation, conducted an interactive innovation activity designed to
foster creativity, and teamwork. Students enthusiastically engaged in brainstorming sessions, identified
pressing challenges in agrifood sector, and collaboratively proposed innovative solutions. The activity not
only enhanced their critical thinking but also instilled an entrepreneurial spirit, encouraging them to
pursue innovation-driven ideas with confidence.

Participants were introduced to the Futurepreneur Diary, an innovative tool developed by AIC Anand
Foundation to help them capture ideas, reflect on their experiences, and develop habits of structured and
creative thinking—an essential foundation for budding entrepreneurs. In addition, the ASPIRE Club of
FPTBE was introduced to the students, encouraging them to join and foster grassroots innovation and
entrepreneurship. They were urged to dedicate one day each month to exploring startup concepts and
brainstorming new ideas, thereby gradually cultivating an innovation-driven and entrepreneurial mindset.

The program saw the participation of around 35 newly admitted undergraduate students, many of them
showed keen interest in the business opportunities within food processing sector. For many, it was a new
learning experience that highlighted the role of innovation and entrepreneurship in building a sustainable
future.

The event concluded with students motivated to apply their creativity, contribute to the agri-food startup
ecosystem, and consider entrepreneurship as a path for contributing to both rural and urban
development.
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